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Psychiatric Technician

Psychiatric Technician Certificate of Achievement
e West Hills Community College Psychiatric Technician Program is an approved program by the California Board of
Licensed Vocational Nurses and Psychiatric Technicians. is accelerated program is divided into three main content areas,
nursing science, developmental disorders, and psychiatric nursing. Program participants will receive didactic and hands-
on experiences to apply the nursing process in the planning and implementation of care for clients with a variety of special
needs. Participants will be introduced to the professional psychiatric technician standards related to professionalism and
safety and grow in the role of client advocate and sponsor. e Psychiatric Technician Training Program will prepare the
student in a variety of health care settings. Upon completion of the Psychiatric Technician Training Program, students
will receive a certicate or associate degree and qualify to take the licensure exam from the California Board of Vocational
Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians.

is is an intensive certicate/degree program. Classes will meet at the college, local hospitals, mental health facilities,
Coalinga State Hospital, Porterville Developmental Center, and other approved facilities to accommodate the clinical
aspects of instruction.

Program student learning outcomes:

1.  Students will apply principals of safety in various healthcare settings.
2. Students will utilize critical thinking and problem solving skills in industry specic areas.
3. Students will apply principals of caring to individualized populations.
4. Students will apply evidence-based care.
5. Students will model professional behaviors in the healthcare setting. 

Program Prerequisites, Corequisite or Advisory Courses
For Consideration of eligibility to the Psychiatric Technician Training Program, applicant must meet current admission
criteria and all of the following:

• HS 080 – Introduction to Medical Professionals
• HS 088 – Medical Terminology for Health Careers
• VNPT 090 – Math for Medical Professionals

Program Prerequisite Skills and/or Knowledge
• Show proof of a current American Heart Association, Basic Life Support for Health Care Providers Certicate.
• Be at least 18 years of age.
• Show evidence of high school graduation or equivalent (GED or CHSPE).
• Submit a complete application to West Hills College.
• Submit a complete and current application to the West hills College Psychiatric Technician Training Program.
• Be able to read, write and communicate at college level.
• Complete and pass a physical, background check and drug screen.
• In addition to the prerequisites, applicants are strongly advised to possess an active California certication as a

nursing assistant (CNA).
For Gainful Employment information please visit:
https://westhillscollege.com/coalinga/degrees-and-certicates/gainful-employment/

Career and employment information may be obtained through:

• O*Net, www.onetonline.org 
• Labor Market, California Employment Development Department, www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov 

https://westhillscollege.com/coalinga//coalinga/degrees-and-certificates/gainful-employment/
https://www.onetonline.org
https://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov


2 Coalinga College

Course # Title Units
Required Core Courses (57 Units)

PT 101 . . . . . Psychiatric Technician Training Program Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5
PT 050 . . . . . Anatomy for Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
PT 051 . . . . . Fundamentals of Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
PT 051L . . . . Fundamentals of Nursing Clinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 052 . . . . . Medical Surgical Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
PT 052L . . . . Medical Surgical Nursing Clinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 081 . . . . . Pharmacology 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
PT 060 . . . . . Lifespan for Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
PT 061 . . . . . Introduction to Developmental Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
PT 061L . . . . Introduction to Developmental Disabilities Clinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 062 . . . . . Developmental Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
PT 062L . . . . Developmental Disabilities Cinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 082 . . . . . Pharmacology 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
PT 070 . . . . . Psychology for Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
PT 071 . . . . . Introduction to Mental Disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
PT 071L . . . . Introduction to Mental Disorders Clinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 072 . . . . . Mental Disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
PT 072L . . . . Mental Disorders Clinical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
PT 083 . . . . . Pharmacology 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
 

 


